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AUTOBIOGEAPHT OP EOBEET PEOUD, THE 
HISTOEIAN. 

[On August 16, 1826, Mr. Charles West Thomson read, before the 
Council of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, a paper entitled 
" Notices of the Life and Character of Eobert Proud, author of ' The 
History of Pennsylvania,'" in which he gives some quotations from the 
autobiography of the historian. Through the courtesy of Mr. Henry 
D. Biddle we are enabled to give the autobiography in full. — Ed. 
Penna. Mag.] 

Commentariolum de vita R. Proudi, or short notes and 
memoranda of the time and place of Robert Proud's 
birth, with his changes of situation or places of abode, 
both in England and America. Written by himself 
anno 1806, in the 78 year of his age : with some brief 
observations and reflections. 

Our early days are best, but quickly gone ; 
Disease with age and sorrow soon come on ; 
Labor and pain soon introduce decay, 
And death relentless hastens all away. E. P. 

The following notes are intended to inform those, whom 
it may concern, or to whom the same shall be agreeable to 
know, That I Robert Proud, having resided in Philadelphia 
now many years, which have seemed to me very short and 
fleeting, tho' attended with much vicissitude, tribulation and 
disappointment, divers ways, was born on the tenth day of 
May, anno 1728, according to best information and memory, 
in the north part of Yorkshire, England, at a farm house, 
called, Low Foxton (long since demolished) which was dis- 
tinguished, by that name, from another next to it, called, 
High Foxton, near one mile distant from a village, or coun- 
try town, named, Crathorn, where I went daily to school, to 
learn my first rudiments of a person named, Baxter ; a man 
of some eminence in his line ; likewise a little more than 
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the same distance from a small market town, called, Yarm, 
situated on the river Tees, where it separates Yorkshire from 
the county of Durham. 

From which place of my birth, my father and mother, 
William and Ann Proud, removed with their family, when 
I was about five or six years of age, to a place, or farm, near 
fifteen or twenty miles southward, called, "Wood-End; which 
my father rented of Roger Talbot Esq r , near two or three 
miles northward from Thirsk, a market-town, about twenty 
miles north from the city of York : — On which place was a 
large and pleasant mansion house and gardens, having long 
been the elegant seat and residence of a branch of the ancient 
and noted Talbot family, but now rented to a tenant, with a 
large quantity of land, belonging to the same. — Which house 
since that time, has been repaired, improved, and occupied by 
the said owner. 

My residence here was mostly at my father's house, for a 
number of years, before I betook myself, with no small 
difficulty, from my connections, to the distant school of my 
beloved and esteemed friend and master, David Hall, of 
Skipton, Yorkshire aforesaid, to improve myself further in 
learning, or literature, and his good society, and from thence 
to London ; and afterwards to America. 

After having lived about four years with, and under the 
instruction of, my aforesaid friend and master, D. Hall, to 
great and mutual satisfaction, (with whom afterwards I con- 
tinued a friendly and very agreeable correspondence, in the 
Latin language, during the remainder of his life) in the 
latter part of the summer 1750, with a kind literary recom- 
mendation from him to the notice and regard of divers of 
his friends in London, I took shipping from Scarborough, 
for that city ; Where, after a stormy passage, and adverse 
winds, of about two weeks, I arrived, before winter com- 
menced; residing there, at first, during the winter, with my 
relation, Joseph Taylor, at his house, near Mile-End. — While 
there, by the advice and recommendation of my friend and 
relative D r John Fothergill, of London, I applied myself to 
further improvement in some parts of learning and science, 
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in that city ; and, being afterwards recommended by tbe 
same person, I was introduced into the families of Silvanus 
and Timothy Bevan, eminent chemists and druggists and 
much noted in the medical line. — Of whom the former, at 
that time, lived mostly retired, in his then advanced age, at 
the pleasant village of Hackney, nigh London; and the 
latter, in Plow Court, Lombard street, in the city itself. By 
whom being kindly received, and treated with much respect, 
benevolence and friendship, I undertook, at their request, 
the instruction of the sons of the latter, in certain branches 
of learning, who mostly resided at Hackney. In which place 
and employment (having the free use of S. Bevan's large and 
excellent library) I continued to much mutual satisfaction, 
till I removed to Pennsylvania in the latter part of the year 
1758. 

For considering this situation and employment would not 
long answer to provide for my future support in life, for 
which in my narrow circumstances I was often much thought- 
fully concerned, and as it did not occupy my whole time, so, 
being conversant with divers persons of much noted medical 
knowledge and practice, I applied part of my time, while 
here, diligently to that study, with a view to qualify myself 
for the practice. — To which I was the more induced, not 
only by a strong desire of all useful science, in general, and 
best improvement of mind, but also particularly by the ex- 
traordinary opportunity, and best of information, with seeing 
a very extensive practice, in that line ; which I then had, or 
might enjoy, in the families, where I lived, and their large 
connections, as being generally persons of much note and 
eminency in different respects. — In this pursuit, for several 
years, I made such proficiency as to attract considerable 
notice and respect from many: — having then in view the 
practice of physic. 

This not only exposed me to much variety of company, 
with great intenseness of thought, application and trial, but 
also frequently to such society and communication, in some 
things, as were not always agreeable, but, as I thought, in- 
jurious to my mind ; so that afterwards, for these and other 
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reasons, declining further pursuit thereof, in regard to a 
medical profession, in the latter part of the year 1758, having 
with much difficulty to my mind, or affection, taken leave 
of divers of my friends, more especially where I lived, I left 
London ; and from Portsmouth, took shipping for Pennsyl- 
vania ; having letters of recommendation from divers of my 
friends, in London to theirs in Philadelphia ; among which, 
from D* Pothergill to Israel Pemberton, — with certificate, 
drawn by Timothy Bevan and Joseph Phipps, from the 
Monthly Meeting of friends, in Grace Church street, Lon- 
don, to that of Philadelphia, or elsewhere in America. 

MEMORANDA. 

1758, 9 mo. 27, and 4 th day of the week, I left London, 
early in the morning, in the flying machine, six horses, 
with Sarah & Eliz. Hyde and other passengers ; and arrived 
at Portsmouth, in the evening, about 73 miles: where I 
abode one day. 

9 mo. 29. — "Went on board the ship Carolina, — Duncan, — 
where waited for the sailing of convoy (it being in time of 
war) about three weeks, at Spithead, with my friend, Mor- 
decai Yarnall, of Philadelphia who had joined us, and other 
passengers. 

10 mo. 22, and first day of the week. — Sailed with a fair 
wind. 

1759, 1 mo. 3, After a stormy passage, and much contrary 
winds, arrived at Lewistown, on, or near Delaware Bay, 
where M. Yarnall and myself went on shore, to Samuel 
Rowland's house, with Captain Duncan ; and from thence 
by land we two arrived at M. YarnalPs house in Philadelphia 
on the 6 th same month ; the navigation of the river Delaware 
having been obstructed with ice, for about two weeks. 

On the 7 th or 8 th same month, by kind invitation I re- 
moved to the house of Isaac Greenleaf, Market street ; from 
whence 9 mo. 10 th to that of William Brown, Walnut street, 
then kept by Mary Newport, where I first took a few pupils 
or scholars : and from thence on 2 mo. 6 th 1761 to the house 
of James Pemberton, in 2 nd street. 
Vol. xiii.— 28 
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1762, 1 mo. 21 — from James Pemberton's house to that 
of Israel Morris, both in 2 nd and "Walnut streets. 

1763, 9 mo. 19 — to Anthony Benezet's, Chestnut street. 

1766, 5 mo. 15 — Joseph Marriott's, Walnut street. 

1767, 3 mo. 25 — Anthony Benezet's again, — returned from 
Burlington. 

1771, 2 mo. 8— Tacey Forbes's, N E. corner, Market Str. 
& 4 th Street. 

1772, 10 mo. 3 — Benjamin Morgan's, Arch street. 

1776, 5 mo. 25— Roger Bowman's, 2 nd Street. 

1777, 10 mo. 21— Anthony Benezet's 3 rd time. 

1778, 4 mo. 23 — Elizabeth and Buth Roberts, Arch street. 
8 mo. 3 — B. Morgan with R. Roberts, New Jersey. 

1779, 9 mo. 9— Samuel Clark's 5 th street Philad". 

In all 14 removals, between the years 9 mo. 1759, and 9 
mo. 1779, about 20 years. 

Near two years after my arrival in America, in 1 mo. 3 Id 
1759 aforesaid, I undertook, on the 11 th of 9 mo. 1761 the 
Public Latin School of Friends in Philadelphia. In which 
station I continued till 9 mo. 11 th 1770, about 9 years, when 
I resigned it. 

From that time till 4 mo. 24 th 1780, the space of 9 years 
and 7 months, I was partly employed in trade with my 
brother John Proud from England and partly during the 
distraction of the Country here, engaged, at the particular 
request of some Friends, in compiling and writing the His- 
tory of Pennsylvania, in my retirement, — a laborious and 
important work. 

Between the years 1775 and 1780, there being a great 
change from the former happy condition of this country, 
since called, The United States, with a general cessation, at 
that time, from the former usual and useful employments 
among the people, who were then strangely disposed for 
revolution, rebellion and destruction, under the name and 
pretence of Liberty, I endeavoured to divert my mind from 
those popular and disagreeable objects, at times, by such 
meditations and reflections as took my attention ; which, in 
part, I committed to writing, on various subjects, both in 
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prose and verse, but mostly in the former, during part of 
my retirement, in that afflictive and trying season, besides 
the compilation of the History of Pennsylvania since 
printed. 

All which literary productions, translations and memo- 
randa, chiefly for my own use and amusement, or to help my 
memory,' still remaining in manuscript, with those, which 
are lost or destroyed, and including some written before, in 
England, and others since more lately here, I suppose, would 
fill several large octavo volumes, if printed. 

Some extemporaneous lines, on the source of human misery, 
here called, forbidden fruit, written about the begin- 
ning of the aforesaid time or change. 

Forbidden fruit's, in ev'ry state, 

The source of human woe ; 
Forbidden fruit our fathers ate ; 

And sadly found it so : 
Forbidden fruit's rebellion's cause, 

In ev'ry sense and time ; 
Forbidden fruit's the fatal growth 

Of ev'ry age and clime. 
Forbidden fruit's New England's choice, 

She claims it as her due ; 
Forbidden fruit, with heart and voice, 

The Colonies pursue. 
Forbidden fruit our parents chose, 

Instead of life and peace ; 
Forbidden fruit to be the choice 

Of man will never cease. 

E. P. 1775. 

ON THE VIOLATION OF ESTABLISHED AND LAWFUL ORDER, RULE OR 
GOVERNMENT — APPLIED TO THE PRESENT TIMES IN PENNB* IN 

1776. By E. Proud. 

" Asperius nihil est humili, cum surgit in altum; 
Cuncta/erit, dum cuneta timet, desavit in omnes, 
Quam servi rabies in libera colla/urentes." — Claudianus. 

Of all the plagues, that scourge the human race, 
None can be worse than upstarts, when in place ; 
Their pow'r to shew, no action they forbear; 
They tyrannize o'er all, while all they fear ; 
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No savage rage, no rav'nous beast of prey, 
Exceeds the cruelty of Servile Sway 1 1 

As if the foot to be the head inclin'd, 
Or body should aspire to rule the mind ; 
As when the pow'r of fire, of air and flood, 
In proper bounds, support the common good ; 
But when they break the bound, to them assign'd, 
They most pernicious are to human kind ; 
So are those men, whose duty's to obey, 
When they usurp the rule, and bear the sway. 

In order God has wisely rang'd the whole ; 
And animates that order, as the Soul ; 
In due gradation ev'ry rank must be, 
Some high, some low, but all in their degree : 
This law in ev'ry flock and herd we find, 
In ev'ry living thing of ev'ry kind ; 
Their Chief precedes, as in the fields they stray ; 
The rest in order follow and obey. 

Much more in men, this order ought to dwell, 
As they in rank and reason do excel ; 
A state the nearest to the Bless'd above, 
Where all degrees, in beauteous order move : * 
Which those, who violate, are sure to be 
The tools 3 of woeful infelicity ! 

Ev'n so are men, far worse than beasts of prey 
When those usurp the rule, who should obey : 
In self-security weak mortals find 
The will of God is thus to scourge mankind. &c. 

Ode to Divine Wisdom. 

From the Latin of Matt. Oasimirus Sarbievious by It. P. of Philad. anno 
1776,; — On account of the revolutionary conduct, and present prospect of the 
public affairs, at that time, in this country. 

Oh ! Pow'r supreme, that rulest all, 
In constant change around this ball ; 
As I delight to walk thy ways, 
So condescend to aid my lays. 

1 Note. — Servile Sway — That of servants, slaves, or lower rank of the people, 
when, by violence, they usurp the power over their former masters and rulers, &o — 
See the history of the Servile Wars, among the Romans : — of the Rustic War, since, 
among the Germans, in the 16* Century: — not to mention those of the more late rev- 
olutions in France and S' Domingo. 

2 Note. — Observe the order of the heavenly bodies. 

3 Id est, devils, or rebels and destroyers ; See Milton. 
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Thy bounteous, and thy various hand 
Spreads gifts and honors round the land ; 
Which mortals catch, with eager strife 
As children, straws, in infant life ; 
Some strive for riches, some for pow'r, 
Which last a day, perhaps an hour ; 
They tott'ring stand, in anxious pain ; 
They rise, and quickly sink again ; 
All worldly empires rise and fall, 
And certain change attends on all ; 
It is a point, the sword divides ; 
And for a moment each presides : 

But I, who am both low and poor, 
This only boon of thee implore ; 
Let me, while others rage and fight ; 
Enjoy thy smiles, with thee delight. 

E. P. 1776. 

But omitting, in this place, further mention of things of 
this nature, I proceed to observe that, in the year 1780, 4 
mo. 24 th , after having sustained great losses by the confusion 
and iniquity of the late and present times (when I received 
such a shock, both in body and mind, as I was not well able 
to bear, and never since entirely recovered) I recommenced 
the management of the aforesaid Latin School, then deserted, 
by reason of said times; in which station I continued till 5 
mo. 31 st 1790, about ten years and one month, when I finally 
and totally declined it. 

Both before and after this time (1790) I was frequently in 
a very^infirm state of health, and sometimes dangerously ill ; 
notwithstanding which I revised and published my history 
of Pennsylvania, tho' imperfect and deficient ; the necessary 
and authentic materials being very defective, and my de- 
clining health not permitting me to finish it entirely to my 
mind ; and I had reason to apprehend, if it was not then 
published, nothing of the kind so complete, even with all its 
defects, would be likely to be published at all ; — which pub- 
lication, tho' the best extant of the kind, or on that subject, 
as a true and faithful record instead of meeting with the ex- 
pected encouragement, first given to the undertaking, as due 
to such a work, has since been strangely and manifestly op- 
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posed, or discouraged even by many of those, whom it most 
properly concerned to encourage and promote the same ; as 
being the offspring, and lineal successors of the first and 
early settlers of Pennsylvania; for whose sakes, or more 
special and particular service it was undertaken by me ; — to 
my great loss and disappointment ; — and that without any 
reason given to me ! A performance, besides the said more 
particular and special design, intended likewise for a more 
public information, and the general utility of both the pres- 
ent and future times ; — and to prevent the future publishing 
and spreading of false accounts, or misrepresentation, on the 
subject; which had too long prevailed. 

It may also be here observed, that from similar views of 
utility to others, and a public service, was my first under- 
taking the then too much despised and neglected instruction 
of youth, in my line, among Friends — otherwise I should 
never have attempted the troublesome, unprofitable and labo- 
rious charge and employment, at first in this country ; having 
formerly had much better offers, in a lucrative, or pecuniary 
sense, both in England and America. 

From what is before observed, it appears, I have been 21 
years instructing youth in Philadelphia, and 17 in trade and 
compiling the History of Pennsylvania, till about the year 
1797 ; and 9 years since that time, during my more infirm, 
and fast declining state of health, till the beginning of the 
present year, 1806, now in the 78 th year of my age : having 
been about 47 years in America, mostly in and near Phila- 
delphia. Of late much in meditation, and sometimes writ- 
ing observations and memoranda, on various subjects, for 
amusement and aiding my memory, still mostly remaining 
by me in manuscript ; my former friends and acquaintances, 
excepting some of my quondam pupils, or disciples, being 
mostly gone, removed, or deceased; and their successors 
become more and more strangers, unacquainted with, and 
alien to, me, renders my final removal or departure, from 
my present state of existence, so much the more welcome 
and desirable, 
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" Taught half by reason, half by mere decay, 
To welcome death, and calmly pass away." — Pope. 

— for which I am now waiting ; and tho', according to the 
expressions before mentioned, I may say, — " Few and evil 
have been the years of my life ;" — yet, in part, according to 
my desire, I seem not to have so much anxiety and concern 
about the conclusion and consequence thereof, as I have had, 
at times, for the propriety of my conduct and advancement 
in the way of Truth and Righteousness, in said state, so as 
to ensure the continued favor of a sensible enjoyment of the 
divine presence and preservation, while existing in this world, 
in order for a happy futurity and eternal life. 

R. Proud. 
Philad. 1806. 

Pbjesentle Divine senstts, ne unqttam animo deficiat, 
pb^icatio. 

1. God of my life, whose pow'r divine 
Thro' all creation's works doth shine, 
That ev'ry mental eye may see 

A glorious evidence of thee ; 
Thy inward virtue, life and spring, 
Thou source of ev'ry living thing, 
Be still propitious to my mind, 
Oh ! thou Preserver of mankind ! 

2. For tho' we hear no vocal sound, 
Among thy radiant orbs around ; 
Tho' they, in solemn silence, all 
Move round this dark, terrestrial ball, 
In reason's ear they all rejoice, 

And utter a melodious voice, 
Proclaiming loudly, as they shine, 
"The hand, that made us, is divine;" 
And keeps all Being from decay, 
Which else would fail and die away. 

3. But yet a nearer word we have, 
Thy Word of Life, the soul to save ; 
Which is, as it affects the mind, 
The light and life of human-kind, 
That shines in darkness, till its ray 
Increases to the perfect day; 
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Leads out of all obscurity, 

And guides the mind of man to thee. 

4. In this dark world, where e'er I go, 
Whate'er I suffer here below ; 

In life, whate'er my lot may be, 
Take not thy Holy Sense from me ; 
Nor me abandon ! — let me share 
Thy saving presence ever near ; — 
Preserve me in each needful hour ; 
For still almighty is thy pow'r. 

5. Since all true science comes from thee, 
My never-failing wisdom be ; 
Protect me from my mental foes, 
The cause of all my griefs and woes ; 
O'er all my ways do thou preside, 
And be my faithful friend and guide ; 
That so my mind may never stray 
From thy pure light, thy living way. 

6. For all my foes, ev'n death, will flee, 
In thy bright presence, far from me, 
As darkness vanishes away,' 

At the approach of light and day ; 
And whate'er state in life I know, 
When thro' the vale of death I go, 
If I but know thy presence near, 
I'll dread no harm, no evil fear ; 
But hence, to all eternity, 
Where e'er thou art, my soul shall be. 

E. P. Theophilus. 
Philad* 1801. 



